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also been founded the De Goncourt Academy,
with the same end in view, though with different
methods from those of the illustrious company
of the Palais Mazarin. A society of eminent
French women gives an annual prize to a
woman writer. It would be impossible to enu-
merate the new encouragements given by differ-
ent societies to various litterateurs, not to speak
of the Prix littSraire de Rome, founded three
years ago by the government to enable annu-
ally a young writer to travel.

In the domain of fine arts the success of the
great exhibitions and the Salons have been elo-
quent refutations of former aristocratic taunts
that a democracy is doomed to an inferior art.
Here again the Republic introduced the principle
of liberty by allowing artists to organise their
Salon themselves. When a second one was
founded, the same policy was followed. The
government has done nobly. In every direction
it has sustained efforts to lift and popularise
art. The budget of Fine Arts has increased 133
per cent. In 1874 was organised in the Ministry
of Public Instruction the Commission de I'in-
ventaire gSnSral des richesses d'art de la France,
whose work is still going on.1 Apparently few

1 Lasteyrie, B&lwgraphie des trwvaux historiques et arcMologiques,
vol. I, p. 167.